|1.YMCA Family Saddens by Yip’s Passing Away |

The YMCA family across the world was saddened kg dhtimely demise of Mr. Yip Kok
Choong, General Secretary of the Asia and Pacifiace of YMCAs on 31 October 2008.
He suffered from a motor neuron disease, a progeessuro-degenerative disorder that
destroys the motor neurons, the cells that corttrel voluntary muscle activity such as
speaking, walking, breathing, swallowing and geheraements of the body.

As we all know, Mr. Yip was a strong pillar of tMeMCA and was instrumental in guiding
the directions of the Area Alliance for a considéeaperiod of time. His vision and unfailing
commitment towards building community and youth/vesmparticipation resulted the
emergence of significant multilateral cooperaticarsd actions at various levels of the
movement in the Region. He had endeared himsetgentire YMCA family in the world
through his ever-inspiring leadership and affecterrelationship he has maintained with the
lay leaders and professional colleagues alike.

Together with the family members, hundreds of pedpbm YMCAs across the world,
ecumenical partners, church members and friends tifferent walks of life joined in the
Necrological services on 6 November in Hong Kongl am 8-10 November in Kuala
Lumpur to celebrate Yip’s life in this world. SeaéryMCA leaders, including Dr. Bart
Shaha, Secretary General of the World Alliance,Fark Jai Chang, President of the APAY,
colleagues and friends shared eulogy and exprebsédlife-celebrating stories with Yip.
Letters of condolences from the YMCA leaders, videns and staff expressing their deepest
sentiments and solidarity with Yip’s family andttee Area Alliance filled APAY mails.

He, who has gone, so we but cherish his memoirglealwith us, more potent, more present
than the living manWe thank all of you for your words of encouragemsenspirations and
comforts.

| 2. Global Citizenship Forum Develops YMCA Responses \

The Forum on Global Citizenship held on 16-19 OetoB008 at AYC, Tokyo brought
together 38 participants including representativem various National Movements in the
Region and experts on Global Citizenship. The foraffirms its commitment to the
resolution of the 18 World Council 2006 on Global Citizenship and thea@rennial Thrust

of the APAY on Global Citizenship and Social Resqbility. It explored the concepts of
Citizenship and Global Citizenship in particulartive context of the current social dynamics
of Globalisation and undertook a conceptualisatpocess in relation to the mission
imperatives of the YMCA movement. It identified Rtg, Duties, Membership and
Participation as key components to Citizenshipgragng notions of universal human rights,
environmental and planetary interests, multicultsna and takes into account the emergence
of an information society. It recognises Globaliz&ihship as a pragmatic response to these
conditions.



The Forum made a clarion call to all YMCA movemetdsuse global citizenship as a
framework and a tool on which to educate their trency on issues, which have a global
dimension so that they may be more effective inresking those in their own communities.
The Forum also identified Environmental Interdeparmak, Multicultural Coexistence, Media
Literacy and Information Technology, Health, Peand Cooperation, Economic Justice and
Development, Spirituality and Global Ethics, ets.aeas around which global citizenship
programmes and curriculum could be developed.

The Statement of the forum called on the Worldakite to intensify the promotion of Global
Citizenship programmes among all the national mamsrand among others, to set up a
Task Force to develop an education and training Mdbon Global Citizenship and make
available to local /national movements, to identifiyd disseminate good practices of the
Global Citizenship actions within/outside the YMG& well as to mobilise resources for
assisting the implementation of Global Citizenshipgrammes of the national movements.
The forum recommended APAY to assist the Natiorakll implementation of the Global
Citizenship programmes and to integrate the Gl@hatenship Education in the curriculum
of the proposed post Advanced study Programme. Fbeum also made several
recommendations to the National Movements includireginitiation of coordinating system
at national level and development of Global Citst@p Training Institute.

Dr. Park Jai Chang, President of the APAY inaugdate forum and Dr. J. Alexander,
Chairperson of the committee on BCGCP chaired. Matren O Byrne, Head of Social
Science, Rohampton University, London, Prof. Jurdky Kwak, Political Science
Department, Korea University, Kenneth Holmes, Ghain, Coventry and Warwickshire
YMCA served as the key resource persons. WorldaAtle Executive Secretary for
Advocacy and Programmes, Clarissa Balan, also paokin the event and presented case
story on Global Advocacy. The Fair Trade labelalggNCY Korea, Dr. Wasan Jombakade,
NCY Japan also presented case stories on gloiadrtship actions.

The committee on BCGCP together with members ofmbeking group Mr. Nam Boo Won,
Dr. Pretesh R Kiran, Mr. Kohei Yamada, Ms. Hiromagho, Prof. P.J. Oommen, Vice
President, APAY and Mr. Takao Nishimura, APAY Treas assisted us in organizing the
Forum. The National Council of YMCAs of Japan hdstiee event.

3. Search Process begins for new General Secretdoy APAY

Search process has been initiated by the APAVYItth& vacancy of the General Secretary of
the Area Alliance. The search committee made ffieiad announcement of the position to
the National movements as well as ecumenical partneviting applications from
prospective candidates. Candidates who posseselieant qualifications and experiences
required for the position may apply in the presediformat before 31 January 2069ease
visit our website for more details of the positard procedures for applying.

4. Training Workshop on Empowering Women

On 25-29 September, twenty-two YMCA volunteers astdff gathered together for
experiential learning on addressing gender issues more holistic and practical approach.
The training workshop engaged the participants xpoeure visits on community and
development programmes. Case stories shared byattieipants of Japan YMCA and the
Burmese Women’s Union on their actions to fostardge equity and women empowerment



have raised participants’ awareness as they redpathe gaps and challenges in YMCA and
community as reflected in their action plans.

Interactive inputs oWWomen and Poverty, Mobilising Women on Action todity and
Advocacy for Rights of Womevere provided by Ms. Carla Santos of the PhilippifRural
Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) and Ms. Lynnsay Eisanf the Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law and Development (APWLD). Dr. Patchamrisilapanan, Chair of the GE
Committee together with Mr. Richard Kaing, formeG8 of Myanmar YMCAs inspired the
participants on their experiences in fostering enghip between men and women within the
YMCA.

Skills workshop focused on Gender Analysis/Mairestmieng and on Advocacy and Action
have provided them intervention skills and toolsbtadge the gaps between policies and
practices. The participants shared several affitmatctions and gender in practice
programmes during the wonderful evening of cultwathange. Participants were given
leadership roles in the different components ofpiftogrammes.

Building on the recommendations made from previassemblies and workshops, the
participants emphasized to have more awarenesdirm/iéducation on gender sensitivity and
greater participation of men in putting gender gquuolicy into practice in YMCA and
community. This partnership of men and women V@lid towards more visible gender
equity practices in the regiowe thank the Working Group for assisting us in thiskshop
and YMCA of Chiang Mai for hosting the programme.

|5. Focus on Youth Participation and Development Uni — Y Members in Action \

We are inspired and happy to share the participaiimd engagement of Uni-Y members in
YMCA’'s community rebuilding and international pregnmes that have given them
opportunities to become more action-responsiveailoitizens in their communities:

Jogjakarta Love and Affection Camp, 10 - 17 Septendy, Indonesia. Together
with the local youth volunteers of Sleman YMCA, émesia, Uni-Y members/staff of
the YMCAs of Okayama and Wakayama, Japan orgamisegtammes focussed on
children/youth traumatised by the 2006 earthqu@ke.camp provided exchange and
sharing of local culture, traditions, history andlldwship among the young
volunteers and community.

Singapore YMCA International Service Programmes. Members of Uni-Y of
Singapore Management University joined other teafnslunteers that successfully
built a 1.2 km concrete road in Proyouth VillageSiem Reap, Cambodia, which was
officially inaugurated on 28 November. The taskrebuilding this long road was
undertaken by YMCA to improve the livelihood andrig conditions of the villagers
as well as encourage commerce activities. The prmgre included YMCA English
language skills to young villagers for their owfsmployment.

We thank all Movements that have continuously suppgp and promoting youth
participation/leadership in various types of seiand situations as we all learn best through
active community engagement and participation.

Let’s continue providing our YMCA youth with moreamingful opportunities to experience
the spirit of interconnectedness as they engaggoresbly to build a better future.



6. Roundtable on Peace and Security, 11-15 Februa®p09, Sri Lanka

The Regional Roundtable of Peace and Security véllheld on 11-15 February 2009 at
YMCA International Center, Negombo Road, Katunayake Lanka. The Roundtable aims
at developing strong conceptual understanding at@end security in the backdrop of the
UN declarations on Human Right. It will explore thre emerging peace and security issues
and develop framework for practical responses ¢aat be taken up at local / National /
Regional level. It will also focus on training addveloping core facilitators to further the
thrust of peace and security. The Roundtable psoeai be fully participatory and it
includes sharing of peace and security issues i@ Racific , theoretical inputs on Peace with
Justice, training workshop on peace building, comitgu exposures and sharing of
significant case stories by the YMCAs / other oigations. We request all National
Movements to share the information with the locMQAs and enable the potential leaders
to participate in the Roundtable. Registrationd aidse on 25 January 200Betails of the
Roundtable are posted on our website

|7. Leadership Workshop for Strengthening East Timor YMCA \

A leadership workshop for the key leaders, volurgesnd staff members of the emerging
YMCA in East Timor was held on 3-6 December 2008 process of the workshop includes
revisiting of the YMCAs involvements in the commiynduring the last 4 years, envisaging
the plans for 2009-11 and developing strategicctivas for strengthening the YMCA

movement in East Timor. Special training sessiamRole of Civil Society in East Timor

and Mission and Vision of YMCA were also held astpzf the workshop. Dr. Park Jai

Chang, President of the APAY inaugurated the waskshMr. Song Jin Ho, Ms. Ayano

Inami and Mr. Jose Varghese participated in thekalwop representing NCY Korea, NCY
Japan and APAY, respectively. Mr. Hedeki IshibagtPAY East Timor Coordinator and

Mr. Orasio Mendez, Director East Timor YMCA gaveadership for organizing the

workshop.

Mr. Ishibashi has successfully completed 4 yeaessignment in East Timor and will return
to YMCA of Japan to take up his new assignment @stika YMCA. The APAY appreciates
his dedicated service for the development of thet Eanor YMCA.

|8. 26" Advanced Studies Programme Successfully Concluded

The 28" Advanced Studies Programme on 26 October to 2&Mber 2008 was yet another
experiential journey of learning and sharing of faeticipants together with the interactive
exchange of inputs provided by the resource peffsmilgators on the thematic concepts and
knowledge components of the programme. All the &Btigipants were motivated and

challenged to initiate and or enhance transformagimcess in their own movements and
communities.

Living as one community in the YMCA Wu Kwai Sha YbuVillage, they have learned
several realties of the globalized society and ymeal these issues in the contemporary
theological perspectives and the mission callinfsthe YMCA. They also witnessed
different action responses by the community / @aitiety movements which provided them
possible alternatives to these issues in their lmwal context. The impact of this leadership
development programme on the participants wasliargélected in the presentation of their



contextual programme responses submitted toward$uthllment of the Advanced Studies
Programme.

We thank the Council of YMCAs of Hong Kong for theiupport to participants from the
YMCAs of China and Myanmar, and the IHQ Y’s Mendmtational for their support for
participants from outside the region through thex@hnder Scholarship Fund. We also thank
the Chinese YMCA and the YMCA of Hong Kong for theollaboration and support for the
ASP and all National Movements that have sent@p#nts.

We congratulate the graduates of th# 26lvanced Studies Programme:
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9. Philippine YMCA National Students Gathering

Report by Pablito A. Tabucol, Assistant Programr&ey for Movement Strengthening

About 100 young people were gathered togetherea¥ MCA of the Philippines Building on
December 5-6, 2008 in a National Students Gathesimdy Academic Olympics with the
theme “Strengthening the Movement through YouthivectParticipation in Response to
Challenge 21”. The students’ gathering includechinar workshops on global citizenship,
leadership, sustainable development and envirormheawareness and sharing of good
practices by the participants from the local movetsieNew learning components of the
Academic Olympics were also introduced in additiorthe typical literary, art and musical
competitions to enhance understanding of the ygamtcipants on their roles as members of
the association and to give them better directiamshey are being prepared for greater
responsibilities in the community they live withhd participants were members of the Red
Triangle, Hi-Y and College-Y clubs.

10. Japan YMCA Staff in Hong Kong for Exposure Vist

Eight participants of the STEP Il Staff Developm®&nbgramme of the National Council of
the YMCAs of Japan were in Hong Kong on 26 Octob& November 2008 for exposure
visits in social issues related to youth, advocauigration and ethnic minority inclusion.
They also participated in th8haring of Life Moment®f the 26 Advanced Studies
Programme. This session has given them more uadelisg of the life and stories of the
YMCA executives in relation to their YMCA work ardcal/national situation. The trainees
visited the 2 YMCAs in Hong Kong and experiencedittlprogrammes and responses to
urban community realities. The session in APAY jmled them learning on the thrusts and
the current involvements of the YMCA movementshe tegion.



11. Orissa Ethnic Violence: YMCA Bhubaneswar Runs Bfugee Camp

Report by Rev. Sudhansu Naik, General Secretéwybh&eswar YMCA, India

Responding to the needs of the people affectedéyhbrrendous ethnic violence in Orissa
(India), the Bhubaneswar YMCA has taken up a mpjoject of relief and rehabilitation to
address the various issues faced by the displaasplga The primary need of ensuring a safe
haven for the refugees who have fled from their @&®rmm Kandhamal district, the worst
affected area, was addressed by initiating a Refugelief Camp in the premises of the
YMCA itself. The refugees came all the way fromnidhamal seeking protection and safe
place to live in and the YMCA started running ai&eCamp for them from 28 August
2008 onwards in the premises of the YMCA with 76pde to start with. However, the influx
of refugees was beyond the expectation and the YN&CrAow having 639 people from 24
villages under its care.

After running the camp for a few days, on YMCA'spagpl, the government came forward
providing security to the people in the YMCA camp well as basic relief materials. The
Bhubaneswar YMCA started a program to provide etilmeal support to the children in the

camp with the help of the youth volunteers. The YMi€ also planning to take up a major
rehabilitation program to rebuild their lives aretover from the bitter experiences. The
Governor of Orissa and other political dignitanésited the Relief Camp run by the YMCA

and all appreciated the services done by the YMCA.

12.China-Japan-Korea YMCAs Peace Forum |

The 3% China-Japan-Korea YMCAs Peace Forum was held e@42Blovember 2008 in
Guangzhou, China with around 55 YMCA leaders, lay grofessionals participating.
Started in 2004, this biennial peace forum recaggiithe role of the three National
Movements in peace building in Northeast Asia anthring of action-oriented
programmes/projects on peace education. This y&ansn resulted in the development of
programme initiatives such as youth peace foruroball citizenship and peace education
curriculum.

13. Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong Peace Carnival |

As part of its Culture of Peace Campaign, the CGden¥MCA of Hong Kong organised
Peace Day Carnivabn 21 September , UN World Peace Day to engagpl@éo “ Love
Trees, Low Carbon, and Live Fresh”. A group of ygpuenvironmentalists designed and
installed a 32 x8 feet artwork on the theme “Lo¥d=den” at the Victoria Park. The peace
carnival included @e School One Trgarogramme, selling of green products and a sefies o
performances for creating public awareness on peaaoes.

14. Updates on EASY Net |

Post ASYG Celebration

Ecumenical Teams of Bangladesh, Indonesia, PaketanPhilippines (Davao City) have
planned their National Students and Youth GatherifiySYG) or EASY Net Week
Celebration from October to December 2008 as a @a=tt of the % Asia Pacific Students
and Youth Gathering (ASYG) held last August.



This year, we launched the EASY Net Week, which feamnerly known as the Asia Pacific
Students and Youth Week (APSYW) in the contextatifvaly promoting the network among
its member movement from the national leadershipstgrassroots membership. The theme
of this year’s celebration is focused ‘™fouth Across Boundaries, Redefining the Culture

of Peace”.We encourage National Movements to work togethe eglebrate with your
ecumenical youth groups and strengthen grassr@oimienism and inter-faith partnership.
This is our continuing thrust in building sustaileand peaceful communities.

Invitation for Application — EASY Net Coordinator

The Core Team of Ecumenical Asia Pacific Students™outh Network (EASY Net) is now
in the process of finding a new person that wiketahe post of its Coordinator which will
commence on 15 April 2009. The concurrent EASY @eordinator, Mr. Wataru Arizumi,
National Council of Japan YMCAs would end by Magift2009.

The EASY Net Coordinatoserves as the primary representative in promotiegwork of
EASY Net in the region and the worldor further information, please contact our APAY ES
Cristina Dalope, Related Secretary/Core Team MemifeEASY Net. Details of these
updates have been sent to National Movements @cidber 2008.

15. Congratulations ~ New YMCA Leadership in Philigpines and Myanmar

Our warm congratulations ttudge Edilberto Claravallthe newly elected Presideand to
the new National Board Members of YMCA Philippiredected during the National Council
Meeting on 9 November 2008. They will assume resjtdlities from 1 January 2009.

We are happy to welcomdr. Maung Maung Wirwho was appointed as the n&ational
General Secretanof the National Council of YMCAs of Myanmar durirthe 8" Extra
Ordinary Council Meeting held on 3 October 2008. \M&s the General Secretary of the
Mandalay YMCA.

\ 16. November 15 ~ Remembrance Day of YKC |

The APAY has dedicated 15 November 2008, the cudtiin day of
the World YMCA and YWCA Week of Prayer and WorldIBe/ship as
Remembrance Day of the late Yip Kok Choong, APAYn&el
Secretary. We are happy to note that most of thgement in the
Region have observed it as a day of prayer andkdgaring. This
year's week of prayer focussed on the theBarn Free, Born Equal:
Celebrating Human Rights.

|17. Forthcoming Events/Meetings
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IN MEMORIAM ~ YIP KOK CHOONG
Returned to the Lord on 31 October 2008

University Malaya with a Bachelor of Arts (Hons)@eography.
SMK Sultan Abdul Aziz (1972-1983) — and the missmfntransforming youn
lives became central to his being. As a young ofa2f, Yip joined the YMC;

life purpose. In 1983, when a vacancy arose in ¥MCA, he took up th
position of General Secretary. He served in thitfmm from 1983-1999. Durin

Born on 21 December 1945 as the third of six sgidito a coffee stall owner, Y p
Kok Choong grew up in the small village of KampBerak and graduated fri m

His first job was as a school teacher with a seapndchool in Teluk Intan -

of Kuala Lumpur as a Life Member — and the YMCA &@e the vehicle for s

his term of office he initiated the YMCA Integratddeaf Work Programme and numerous Commi nity

Development activities, as well as developed ABudltication for the elderly.

As a Methodist he upheld the principles of a strdaigh. His ecumenical outlook was reflected in his

willingness to learn from different expressionsfaith — especially within the Asian context, and bpennes
to build bridges across different communities.

He was Executive Secretary for Programmes withAsia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs from 2000-200t
January 2003, he was appointed the Acting Genexaksary before taking up the position of Geneear&tar
in April the same yeaHe worked untiringly and selflessly for the missiminthe YMCA, particularly focuse
on poverty alleviation, interfaith dialogue and hammrights. He was a committed workhorse, knowr
working around the clock, right up to wee hours.

His easy-going nature and generosity of spirit é&aghbim to connect effortlessly with young and datthildrer
took to him naturally. Plants thrived under hisszand the garden in his office flourished. He alagys warr
and jovial, ever ready to see the better side opleehe met, always listening and learning. He gitied with
an elephantine memory — as evidenced by his rezdtal of individual names, their involvement witheacl!
movement, according to protocol, at every key fiomdt

He spent countless hours with grassroots voluntegedf, and colleagues from the YMCA fraternityd .

community leaders. He brought people togethercaedted opportunities for engagement, sharingjcean(
leadership through formal programmes and inforragpsrs.

He read widely and wrote extensively. He relaxedigtgning to music — mostly classical, traditioaald nev
age. His interest in art included graphics, desigd photography. He enjoyed cooking, and genermsta
APAY Advance Studies Programme students can testiiymean beef curry whipped up from his kitchen

He read widely and wrote extensively. He relaxedigtgning to music — mostly classical, traditiomaald nev
age. His interest in art included graphics, desigd photography. He enjoyed cooking, and generstal
APAY Advance Studies Programme students can testifiymean beef curry whipped up from his kitchen.

His candle burnt brightly, up until it flickered @mvent out on 31 October 2008 at the age of 6Zjrigabehinc
his beloved wife Lucy Lim, and countless numbegg ttount him as treasured mentor and true friend.

His thoughts, his commitment, his life poured outhvittle spared for self, are the legacy that Yip ksto us
What a jolly good fellow.

We give thanks to God for his life of service te tommunity and the YMCA.
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18. CONCLUDING THOUGHTS ~ Make Music of Peace in ouHeart

“Glory to God in the highest and on Earth Peace."

This was the song the angels sing in the stongsfigd birth in Luke's Gospel and for the past
2,000 years, people have been inspired by this hofrglory and peace. God takes on human
form and puts an end to the conflict that is at tbet of all conflicts: the conflict between
God and humanity. "Peace on Earth" is not a merghvaut a commitment. Through the birth
of Jesus, peace has been given to us. From theardapGod’s peace to all people has been
reaffirmed. The peace of God is more than a writteclaration or an agreement. It does not
aim at tranquillity, harmony or the absence of d¢iebhfand fighting. The Bible tells us a wider
conception of peace, which is about life in rigbtationships, the well being of all, not only
human beings but also the whole of creation. Cim@st is always a reaffirmation of this
covenant of Peace.

How do we begin to achieve this peace in the ptessrld of conflicts? We begin by
learning how we may listen better to one anothesying how we may find what connects
us in our concerns about life, and building briddkat allow us to focus upon connections.
This learning will help to transcend our narrow enésts and consider the future of our
whole world. Then we learn to see that those adlousy even those with whom we disagree,
have something to tell us about their lives, somgtthat is important and meaningful. While
listening to God and listening to community we teethe music of peace in our heart
towards the everlasting peace and hope beyond lhist®has season.

As Howard Thurman asserts:

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among the brothers and sisters
To make music in the heart.

As people in the refugee camp in Orissa prayedediDLord, give us the strength to face this
day, and the hope to welcome the next”.

May this Christmas be one of peace that grows deepr spirit and makes music of peace
in our heart. So be it! - throughout the New Yelaead. !!!

Cristina A. Dalope Jose Varghese
Executive Secretary Executive Secretary



We THANK YOU ALL for journeying
together with us — to find new ways o
proclaiming and doing the good news of
God’s reign to all creation ~ bringing
light to the lives of others...looking
forward to your continued support in th
New Year.
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NOTICE
APAY SECRETARIAT
YEAR-END HOLIDAYS

Please note that the APAY Secretariat will be alose
from 24 December 2008 - 2 January 2009 for
Christmas/Year-End Break

BLESSED CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs
23 Waterloo Road,"8floor, Kowloon, Hong Kong
tel. 852-2780 8347, 2770 3168, 2783 3058; fax 2385 4692
e-mail ~ office@asiapacificymca




